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f" 1 ALCUTTA. Jan. Th emir of
I I Afghanistan arrived Id this city

..... .. . -j uniri DMfll
It known that his visit wu of a
pUTely private character. Never

theless, formal mils were exchanged be-
tween the amir and the viceroy, and then
the. amir settled down to a program of
sightseeing.

That really ia the and and aJm of thaJourney, which la a remarkable one. Tha
amir ia a tourist and aa ha la. for tha first
time In hla Ufa. outalda tha boundarlea of
tila native country, ha la Informing himself
and enjoying himself aa only a travelercan Who U under no necessity of consider-ing tha out of pleasure or of anything
else that Interesta him.

Ha left hla capital. Kabul, late In De-
cember, and haa been on tha way ever
alnce, pausing when and where he listed,making aide excuralone to see points of
Interest or to pray at famoua ehrlnea. For
thla private unofficial tour he surrounded
himself with a retinue of no leaa than
J.Ert) persona, who are now quartered In
tills city.

It must be difficult for Americana to get
an adequate conception, of the amir either
aa a man or a ruler, for there la no coun-
try with which new world people come In
direct ..or erven diplomatic contact that
offer any sort of analogy to Afghanistan
and Its civilization. There la clvllliatloa
In Afghanistan; there are atone houses,
splendid palace, an extraordinary litera-
ture, which Itaelf Impllea educational Insti-
tutions; well erganlxed government, laws,
fttrarta, army, police; but there la not one
toUe of railroad, and there are few other
road suitable for wneeied vehicles; and
Ita monarch.

' a man of native Intelligence
and highly educated according to Afghan
standards, haa had hla first ride In a rail-
way train this month, his first ride In a
motor car, and haa had hla eyea opened
In many other respects to things which by
mere fore of familiarity wa have coma
to regard as eaeenUai accompaniments of
civilization.

Afghanistan la on of the few countries
from which Great Britain had to retreat
after gaining a footheld on the solL Be-
fore the middle of th last century the
Afghans drove out the British garrison
and their defendants with great slaughter.
No serious attempt haa been made to re-
cover military control of the country, but
what tha British army failed to do haa
been accomplished so far aa la necessary
for British Interests by diplomacy and
money.

After much negotiation th late amir,
father of the present ruler, agreed that
Afghanistan should accept the advloe of
the British government In India on alt
questions relating to farelgn affairs. This
means In plain language that Afghanistan
is dependent on Great Britain. It cannot Brltlah
make war with or enter treaty relation and received formal welcome from rep- -
with any other government and oannat
maintain agents or representative In for- -

lgn capitals.
So far aa Its domestic affair are con

erned, however, Afghanistan la aa lnde- -
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all.
He

resentatlva government
the frontier, but was not

the
demonstrations of

pendent aa th United and to amir on the way from Peshawar he paused at
its absolute ruler. Ha Is in his own per-- Nowaheva and Attock. frontier towna,

on th court of appeal for ail kinds of where he Industriously In all th
case and he can abrogate U law or pro-- sight, In tha manner of an Amer- -
claim new ones without let or hindrance loan tourlat London or Paris,
from Oreat Britain. were two con- - Th fortresses in these towns naturally

Induced the lata amir commanded his attention, and at Attock
deprive his country of Individuality th he made trip to new bridge in process
list of nations tha payment to him by tha of construction over the Idua. On this oo--
Indlan government of $800,000 annually and caalon he walked far out on the structure
the guarantee by British government where footing was anything but eaf and
that Afghanistan should be protected easy In order to realise' the height th
gainst unprovoked aggression. bridge above the river.
Tha country covin an ma ahniit After At fork ha dlvurirnit from

to of the-Ne- England states, plus the main in order to visit Slrhlnd and
Mew York. It population U estimated at Vny at tne shrine of Sheikh Ahmad. It
nearly 6,000,000. The present amir waa wa during this first stage of the journey
born ln 187) and succeeded th throne ,n India that he made acquaintance
In October, 1801. y railroad. He arrived at the station half

Ha) formally reaffirmed hi father'a treaty nour after the train was acheduled to
with Great Britain In 1806 and that time ,tart- - bt trala bad been held for
announced he wuld make a Jurney further ensued owing to

India In 1907. Hla affldal iMinttiM ta tne amir reluctance to rink himself on
rather formidable ta EagUah-readtn- g ya, strange contrivance, but at length ha
but really not more aa than the omnlata swallowed hla manifestly, observer
designation of other monarch, tha king of
England, for example, to whom officially
we must refer aa "hi moat exoellertt maj
esty, Edward th Seventh, by the grao of
God, of the United Kingdom
Britain and Ireland, and of th British d
minions beyond th aeaa, king,
of the faith, emperor India" Th
designation la "hla highnes

Amir Habib Ullah Kkaa," which la
comparatively modest In dimensions how-
ever grand It meaning may a. Slnoe hla
accession ha haa also aea mad grand
commander of the Order of St. Michael and
St. George.

Th amir a considerable harem.
It la not known bow many oonouotne ha
has, but there are four regularly racog--

at

of whom, known aa th, ot tn,
th queen wife; enjoy an allowanoe of
tSTB.OOO year. Th allowance of the hr
wive are $300,000, $1C0,X and 176,000, ac-

cording to seniority.
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Hablb Ullah while h waa yet prince,
ft termagant of fiercest description.

ah is madly JeaJou. obviously with
eaua enough, and not viewed tha

of other wives wltb any degree of

,htbecause th amir maintalna, tha law
him, that his rank entltlea to

at least four wive. Bo queen wit
take it out on bar attendanta. Sh cha-tlae- a

.them freely and frequently, and thus
far ha killed three of tltetn with own
hand. Abominable tn th
eyas of civilization, th worst of

far aa the amir la concerned,
th queen mother, queen wlf and all
th other wlvea ar forever Interfering In
politic. Their Jealousies and conflicting In-

trigue keep the court in turmoil, and
tenure office la preoarloua, Hablb

la not celebrated firmness. He la
good natured and prone to avoid trouble by
yielding to It.

In hla Journey through Indta he haa been
eunsptc'uoua for his amiable qualities and
those that mark sovereign. No
end of stories now current .hat tell of
hla unaffected dignity, courtesy, apprecia-
tion of attentions paid to hlirSand

Prattle of the Youngsters
Teacher Johnny, can you tail uie what ft

hypocrite IsT
Johnny Yea, ma'am. boy what

couia to school smile on hla face.

Teacher (In manual training
W hat may be .regarded aa forerunner
of modem automobile?

Shaggy Haired Pupil Anybody that gits
In lis way.

A little -- year-old awoke morning and
gaaed In at the snow-cover-

ground, th first be ever seen.
"Oh. Eddie!" he cxilaimeid, turning to

bis older brother, "now you'll gtt It;
mamma will whip you for apl'.llng aU the

.

Small Tommy Our teacher whipped boy
today whlaperlng, but It da any
good.

Mamma Why not?
Small Tommy 'Causa It him holla

tea time louder than h whispered.
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miliar to ETngllshmen, and went abnurd.
The event abundantly justltled his repug-
nance to railway travel.

There no dlaaster, but the engineer
had to make up lost time, and train
woa run very high speed for nine miles,
the distance amir's next stopping
place. made Hablb Ullah seasick. The
amir was a wreck when the train halted.
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tru tourist, seems believe that every-
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terestlng.

For example, after th and whfl
waa Mill surrounded by Brlttah officer
high he

woman
,rWho asked.
They told him that She wa th wlf of ft

common sen? rant.
want to her." aald he.

Anybody who haa had tha allghteat con-

tact with military llf America or else-

where will perceive astounding nature
of thla request. The British sergeant Is an

feature of the military establlab
doubtleaa a vry good sort of fellow,

too. and his wlf Is a necessary and
estimable, but It not think-

able that ahe aame air
a wife, leaa a general'.

officers, thinking that th amir had
repeated th

that th woman wa a sergeant's wife, but
he his wish to speak to
her, and th officer could
nothing summon her. She was sadly

flustered at thus being th
presence of with her ordinary,

clothea on. but amir had little difficulty

In putting at ease, they
for quit ten
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Inge during Hablb UUah'a stay Agra. .
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sometime childleh. sometimes shrowd. bat:
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the the amir had at Agra. He Hablb Ullah wa delighted and
liked everything from the bagpipe salute tnat the machine be driven at full speed on
that greeted him on arrival a feature k back. He mad known hi Inteo- -
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were ooesd rwenty-t- w years ta
erecting ft. Th Amir rtaited th Taj-Mah- al

aa a reilgloua duty and prayed ther.
There ta on feature of th Amir's con-

versation that ta altogether novel. It
manasre never to leave his listener hf
the slightest doubt as to th Intent of hi
remark. "Oentlstnen." he will ear. "I
am about to mak a Joka," or, "Gentlemen. .

I am about to ten a funny story." And. ta
etlnoh th aertalaty of avoiding misunder-
standing, hi face Mrht up with a r. a. Tr-
am lis when he ooroee ta tha point where th
laugh cornea tn.

Pointed Paragraphs
T? voany th average man' good Jud t- - .

sent sho up a few minute lata. 1

Th man wh I witling to do anything'
Is seldom without oythtng to do.

A man snay admit that ha 1 a fool, butj
It Is aaldora news to Ms acquaintance.

If ft man la Ignorant h may learn, butM
If ha know as muuh ther to no bop torn
him,

Many prosilalng young man has foun
turns IX posing a OS aefanaant in

rsaoh-of-prom- ta suit.
'1

According to statist! sine-tent-hs of thaJ
mast who commit aulolde ar married.
oommant ta ttnneceaaary. '

, Th average man dislike to give up hlay
seat In ft crowded car to a woman becaueej
b la afraid sh will tblnh ha 1 trying toi
flirt with bar.

It's a never- - ailing alga that ft girl ta lnj
aov with young man when ah begin taj
want t read th Wtter reoeive frooaj


